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BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION 


HE memorable Toronto Confer- 
ence, with its inspiring programs, 
its distinguished leadership, and _ its 
characteristically Canadian hospitalities, 
passes into history as one of the success- 
ful and delightful of our annual convo- 
cations, and we enter upon another year 
that will end with another conference, 
the time and place for which still remain 
to be determined. 

Meanwhile there is much work to do. 
The A. L.A. is now a working organ- 
ization, not only during conference week 
but the year around. The numerous 
committees, boards and commissions 
into which it has resolved itself within 
the past decade all add by their labors 
to the momentum that has made of the 
A. L. A. a real Going Concern. And if 
there be those who, granting the mo- 
mentum, are yet disposed to cherish mis- 
givings as to its direction and ultimate 
destination, they will at least concede 
that where there is motion there is also 
life, and where there is life there is 
always some measure of progress and 
accomplishment. 

The A. L.A. is no greater than the 
sum of all its parts and achieves its 
maximum efficiency only when all those 
parts work together toward that common 
end which the constitution declares to 
be “the promotion of library service and 
librarianship.” To keep so simple an 
objective constantly in plain view should 
not be difficult, and the policies formu- 
lated and adopted by the Association 
and its governing bodies and translated 
into action by its executive staff, can 
and do have no other aims than those so 
succinctly stated. That these policies 
and the mode of their execution should 
call forth differences of opinion is both 
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a wholesome and a natural phenomenon. 
Criticism, frank, intelligent and con- 
structive, is ever a useful element in any 
enterprise and represents the spiritual 
counterpart of that physical force which 
through friction induces powerful and 
productive energy in its surrounding 
field. 

The year opens with many signs of 
promise and with not a few problems. 
We are pleased to extend the right hand 
of fellowship to the new Canadian Li- 
brary Association which came to cor- 
porate life at the Toronto Conference 
and which looks forward to closer rela- 
tionship with us after the manner of the 
state associations. We welcome, like- 
wise, the new County Library Section 
which connotes the rapid growth of that 
efficient form of library extension and 
of rural library service in general. The 
important deliberations of the Trustees 
Section, which made its presence felt at 
Toronto as never before, indicate the 
wide-spread realization of the commu- 
nity of interest that binds trustees and 
librarians together in their common task. 
The overwhelming popularity of the sec- 
tions that gave over a part of their pro- 
grams at Toronto to an unblushing in- 
dulgence in the discussion of books 
affords a pointed suggestion that future 
program committees will do well to heed. 

The Endowment Fund, its promotion 
and ultimate realization, undoubtedly 
constitutes the most urgent and impor- 
tant of our present problems. To place 
the Association once for all upon a per- 
manent basis with a fixed and assured 
income for the prosecution of its activi- 
ties, present and future, is a task that 
demands our first attention and our 
utmost efforts. 
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Finally, we extend our congratulations 
and good wishes to our British col- 
leagues who will assemble in their Fif- 
tieth Anniversary Conference in Edin- 
burgh next month. It is pleasant to 
know that a large and representative 
group from our own membership will be 
in attendance on that occasion who will 
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be charged with the agreeable duty of 
bearing our fraternal greetings and who 
will strive to liquidate in part, by their 
presence and contributions, the debt of 
gratitude laid upon us by our visitors 
from overseas a year ago. 
C. B. Ropen, 

Chicago, July 22, 1927. President. 


THE TORONTO CONFERENCE 


Because we do not wish to duplicate 
material which will be published later 
in the Proceedings, we are not printing 
in this number a full account of what 
happened in Toronto. 

From the newspapers and library 
periodicals most of the members already 
know that there was an attendance of 
1950; that Carl B. Roden of the Chicago 
Public Library was elected president; 
that the John Newbery medal for the 
most distinguished children’s book of 
the past year was awarded to Will James 
tor Smoky; that the movement for re- 
tiring annuities received encouragement ; 
also that a protest was sent to the Gov- 
ernor of Ohio against the abolition of 
the Ohio State Library; that there were 
seven visitors from abroad ; that Colonel 
Mitchell did us the honor of crossing 
the Atlantic just to be with us for three 
days ; that there was a happy mixture of 
garden parties and library extension, teas 
and adult education, filmy frocks and 
religious book round tables, silk hats and 
book selection and that a satisfactory 
conference can be held in a large uni- 
versity, especially when the machinery 
tor running such a conference has been 
well-oiled by the efficiency of the local 
committee. Above all everyone is aware 
that Canadians, especially those connec- 
ted with the Toronto Public Library, 
the city of Toronto, and the University 


of Toronto are the most hospitable peo- 
ple on the North American continent. 


The minutes of the Editorial Com- 
mittee contain information which will 
be news to some members. The Com- 
mittee voted that Reading with a Pur- 
pose courses be prepared in the following 
subjects. The choice was based prin- 
cipally upon the opinion of the sub- 
scribers to the series, all of whom were 
invited to suggest subjects for future 
courses : 


Interior decoration 
Appreciation of nature 
Geography 

Prehistory 

Geology 

The preschool child 
Flower gardening 
Good English 
Investments 

History of England 
Pivotal figures of science 
The world’s religions 


The names of the authors of these 
courses will be announced in future 
numbers of the Bulletin. 

Effie Power is to be the author of a 
book on work with children and Lucile 
F. Fargo will prepare a book on work 
with schools for the Library Curriculum 
Study, on the recommendation of the 
Editorial Committee. 
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The minutes of the Executive Board 
meeting contain more information of 
interest to A. L. A. members. The 
chairman of the Nominating Committee 
for this year is George H. Locke. 
Arthur L. Bailey, Mrs. Lillian B. 
Griggs, Althea H. Warren, and Martha 
Wilson are the other members of the 
Committee. 


The Board voted that all ex-presi- 
dents of the A. L. A. who attend the 
Edinburgh conference are designated as 
official delegates of the A. L. A. 


The Board approved the recommen- 
dation of the Editorial Committee that 
a journal of discussion, adequate under 
competent editorial direction to accom- 
modate the major contributions from the 
profession, be undertaken by the 
A. L. A., and that a committee be ap- 
pointed by the Executive Board to pre- 
sent detailed plans for this journal. Such 
a committee was appointed, with Dr. 
C. C. Williamson of New York as 


chairman. 


Linda A. Eastman was reappointed to 
the Board on the Library and Adult 
Education and Jennie M. Flexner was 
appointed to serve on the Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship for a_ period 
of five years. 


The important question of where the 
A. L. A. is to be next year will be con- 
sidered at a meeting of the Executive 
Board in the autumn or early winter. 
Twenty-four invitations for the 1928 
conference have been received. The 
President and the Secretary have been 
asked to get further information about 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Chicago, Ill., Des 
Moines, Ia., Estes Park, Colo., West 
Baden and French Lick, Ind., Memphis, 
Tenn., Nashville, Tenn., and New Or- 
leans, La. 
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READING WITH A PURPOSE 

Since the last announcement in the 
Bulletin four new courses have been 
published. These include Lorado Taft’s 
Appreciation of sculpture, Harlow Shap- 
ley’s The stars, William Stearns Davis’ 
The French Revolution as told in fiction, 
and Claude G. Bowers’ The founders of 
the Republic, which has just come from 
the press. 


Walter Prichard Eaton is preparing a 
course on the theater which will be pub- 
lished this fall. French literature is the 
subject of another new course which is 
to be written by Irving Babbitt, pro- 
fessor of French Literature in Harvard. 

The sale of reading courses has now 
passed the 300,000 mark. 


Ten pivotal figures of history, one of 
the early numbers in the series, has re- 
cently been transcribed into Braille by 
volunteers of the American Red Cross. 
A copy was presented to the A. L. A. 
by the Red Cross and has been placed in 
the Headquarters’ library. 





A list of cataloging codes and tools of 
various countries, prepared by Mme. 
Haffkin-Hamburger, director of the 
U.S. S.R. Institute for Library Science 
of the All-Union Lenin Memorial Li- 
brary, has been sent to Headquarters by 
Mary Parsons of the Paris Library 
School. The countries in the list are: 
Australia, Austria, Denmark, France, 
Great Britain, Germany, Holland, Italy, 
Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden, Switz- 
erland, Czecho-Slovakia, and the United 
States. There is a small number of the 
lists at Headquarters. Copies will be 
sent on request as long as the supply 
lasts. 




















CANADIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


On June 24 in Toronto about 190 
Canadian librarians met “to consider 
effective means for the furtherance and 
development of the library service 
throughout the Dominion,” and as a 
result the Canadian Library Association 
was formed. Resolutions, outlining the 
object of the Association and express- 
ing a desire to cooperate to the farthest 
extent with the A. L. A., were read by 
John Ridington. Fred Landon, chair- 
man of the meeting, was appointed or- 
ganizing chairman. He is to appoint a 


committee of five to act with him. These 
six persons are to appoint the officers of 
the Canadian Library Association and 
these officers are to hold office until the 
first meeting of the Association, which 
will probably be at the first American 
Library Association conference which is 
held reasonably near Canadian territory. 

Membership in the Association is 
open not only to those engaged in pro- 
fessional library work, but also to those 
interested in the extension of the 
library movement in Canada. 


ADULT EDUCATION 


Two inspiring adult education meet- 
ings were held in Toronto on June 22. 
Although the attendance at the morning 
session was large, that of the afternoon 
session exceeded the expectations of 
those in charge of the program to such 
an extent, that the room scheduled for 
the meeting proved to be much too small 
and the meeting had to be carried on 
out of doors. 

One of the addresses at this over- 
flow meeting was given by Morse A. 
Cartwright, executive director of the 
American Association for Adult Educa- 
tion, on Community Organization in 
Adult Education. Mr. Cartwright closed 
his address by saying: 

“Now if it be agreed that the librarian 
is the natural, ordained-by-Providence- 
and-Andrew-Carnegie, educational guid- 
ance agency for the adults of a com- 
munity, does it not follow that perhaps 
the librarian holds a peculiar position of 
leadership with reference to the educa- 
tional activities to which he guides the 
believing student? Does he not owe it 
to his clientele—to his student-body, as 


it were 





to see that the component parts 
cf the community university are in 
working order, cooperating fully, mak- 
ing adequate offerings and devising new 
services where they may be required? 
Does this seem a large order? Per- 
haps it would be if the librarian had to 
bring it about alone. But really all that 
is necessary is for some unprejudiced 
and non-partisan individual—and who 
better fulfills these qualifications than 
the librarian?—to bring together the 
initial cooperative group, admission to 
which should be a synonym for com- 
munity-mindedness. Self-analyses, group 
studies, and all the rest of it will follow 
naturally, for the American people pos- 
sess a genius for organization. And 
there will grow, slowly and surely, 
among the educators, from the profes- 
sor of pedagogy to the museum assistant, 
a spirit of cooperative effort that will 
bode well for the thousands who hunger 
and thirst for education but know not 
where to turn. 

“And if this sort of effort won't aid in 
the circulation of good books, I don’t 
‘now what will!” 
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UNDS are being raised for the 

support of the Paris Library School 
for the next two years (at the end of 
which time the A. L. A. hopes to turn 
the School over to some suitable inter- 
national agency). An opportunity is 
given to the members of the A. L. A. 
and their friends who are interested to 
share in the work of the school through 
subscriptions of any amount, small or 
large, which they may feel inclined to 
make. Checks or money orders should 
be made payable to the American Li- 
brary Association and sent to the Asso- 
ciation, 86 East Randolph Street, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 


ROM time to time some librarian 

calls our attention to a book about 
vocations, secondary education, rural 
education, rural sociology, or municipal 
affairs which leaves out of consideration 
or treats inadequately the library aspect 
of the matter under discussion. Although 
the Association through its committees 
and its departments at Headquarters is 
often able by supplying printed material 
and through correspondence to prevent 
some of these mistakes, it is, of course, 





impossible to know always that such 
books are in process. 

Most books of the kind are written by 
college and university professors and 
often the librarian, who is serving in the 
same institution with the author, is in a 
position to know in advance when such 
books are being written. If the authors 
are not connected with a college or uni- 
versity, they frequently consult their 
local librarian. For these reasons it has 
been suggested that librarians be asked, 
when they know that a book is being 
written on some subject such as those 
mentioned above, to discuss with the 
author his treatment of the library 
aspects of the subject. The A. L. A. will 
be glad to assist in providing informa- 
tion or pictures when that is desired. 


F all the secretaries who have not sent 

in secretary's reports and all the 
speakers who have not sent in their 
speeches will kindly do so at once, the 
Proceedings will be published in Octo- 
ber. And if all those members who 
have not paid their dues or sent in 
changes of address will do this at once, 
the Handbook will be published in No- 
vember. 


CORDIAL invitation is extended 

to all the American librarians who 
may be in England in October to attend 
the Inaugural Meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Assistant Librarians which will 
be held at the London Guildhall on 
Wednesday, October 5. Dr. George H. 
Locke will give the inaugural address. 


HE fourth and last volume of A 

survey of libraries in the United 
States was published in July. It contains 
chapters on classification and cataloging, 
inventory, insurance and accounting, 
binding and repairs, and building and 
equipment. 
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LIBRARY EXTENSION 


A Farmer’s Bulletin will soon be pub- 
lished on Rural libraries. An outline of 
the work was made and questions of pol- 
icy were discussed with the Executive 
Assistant, Julia Wright Merrill in 
Washington last fall. The first draft 
of the manuscript is now completed. As 
soon as the publication date is set, an- 
nouncement of it will be made in the 
Bulletin. 


At the A. L. A. Conference, the Coun- 
cil approved the organization of a 
County Library Section, to succeed the 
informal round table. Agricultural 
librarians discussed how they could 
further the county library movement. 
The League of Library Commissions 
decided to prepare county library posters 
and reproduce them for wide-spread dis- 
tribution, in cooperation with the Com- 
mittee on Library Extension. The Com- 
mittee planned to prepare county cam- 
paign outlines and illustrative material. 


Iowa established its first county li- 
brary in Hardin County. A small county 
appropriation was made by Susque- 
hanna County, Pennsylvania, where 
demonstration book truck service has for 
several years been given from Montrose. 
New Mexico has four county libraries 
instead of the two listed in Library Ex- 
tension, for Chaves and San Miguel 
counties are contracting with the Roswell 
and Las Vegas public libraries. Tennes- 
see reports a county library appropri- 
ation in Bradley County. 


In Louisiana, the state association of 
police jurors endorsed the “parish li- 
brary” plan unanimously, and pledged 
active support. The state superintend- 
ent of public instruction and the arch- 
bishop are also backing the movement. 


Why we need a public library is being 
used for county library propaganda in 
Michigan. As a result of endorsement 
by the Director of Continuing Educa- 
tion of the state agricultural college, re- 
quests for the clip sheet are coming in 
from county agents and home demon- 
strators all over the state. 


“Circulating libraries that circulate” 
is the title of an illustrated article on 
county libraries in the July number of 
the Farmer’s Wife, a magazine which 
circulates 800,000 copies. The editor 
writes the Committee on Library Exten- 
sion : 


“We hope that the story will do some- 
thing towards creating additional rural 
interest in libraries. We expect to deal 
more or less frequently with this general 
subject, and we will be glad to have 
from you any material that bears upon 
it. We believe in your program of 
library extension, particularly as it per- 
tains to farm folks, and we will do what- 
ever we can to uphold it.” 


Four recent books made at least brief 
reference to the county library: Ammeri- 
can agricultural villages and Village 
communities by E. de S. Brunner, Mak- 
ing the most of agriculture by Macklin, 
Grimes and Kolb, and State school ad- 
ministration by E. P. Cubberley. They 
all contain suggestions of importance to 
librarians interested in rural work. 





Jessie Gay Van Cleve has just re- 
turned from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill where for the 
past six weeks she has been teaching 
classes in book selection and the history 
of children’s literature. 


228 





























EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


Early in 1926, the Trustees of the 
Carnegie Corporation voted to set aside 
$4,170,000 to carry out its proposed pro- 
gram in Library Service. One of the 
outstanding items on this program was 
the promotion of education for librarian- 
ship through gifts to existing library 
schools for this purpose. 

A sum of $50,000 a year was made 
available. $25,000 of that sum was 
granted to the New York Public Li- 
brary School and went with it, tor a 
period of ten years, when that school 
was transferred to Columbia University. 
The remaining $25,000 is distributed on 
the advice of the Board of Education 
for Librarianship of the American Li- 
brary Association. 

The Executive Committee of the 
Carnegie Corporation, on recommenda- 
tion of the Board of Education for 
Librarianship, has made the following 
appropriations in support of existing 
library schools for the ensuing year : 
Library School of the Carnegie 

Library of Atlanta......... $10,000 
St. Louis Library School...... 3,000 
Simmons College, School of Li- 


seo e rr 3,000 
Western Reserve University 

School of Library Science (as 

fs ee Pee rey 9,000 


Hampton Institute Library School re- 
ceived from a special fund a grant of 
$2,500 annually for a period of three 
years. 


George Alan Works of Cornell Uni- 
versity has been appointed dean of the 
Advanced Graduate Library School of 
the University of Chicago. For several 
years Professor Works has been active 
in survey work. He was director of the 


rural school survey of New York State 
and of the educational survey of Texas. 
He has recently completed a study of 
library problems in a group of selected 
colleges and universities, under the di- 
rection of Chancellor Capen of the Uni- 
versity of Buffalo and an advisory 
committee of university librarians. The 
report will ve published by the American 
Library Association. 

The establishment of the Advanced 
Graduate Library School at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago marks an epoch in the 
history of education for librarianship. 
The school, made possible by a grant of 
$1,385,000 from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion on the advice of the Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship of the American 
Library Association, probably will be 
opened in the fall of 1928. One year 
will be spent in organization and prepa- 
ration on the part of the faculty. The 
school will be conducted on the same 
plane as that of other graduate schools 
of the University, and makes possible 
advanced professional study and, in ap- 
proximately the same length of time, 
the same academic rewards that are 
available for advanced study in other 
subjects. 


The Board of Education for Librar- 
ianship announces that a competitive 
scholarship, to be awarded on the basis 
of merit to any person who meets the 
requirements for admission to the Grad- 
uate School at the University of Illinois 
as a candidate for the Master’s Degree 
in Library Science, was voted by the 
University of Illinois Library School 
Association at its annual dinner in 
Toronto. 


The scholarship is named in honor of 
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the late Katharine L. Sharp, the first 
Director of the Library School. It is 
open to graduates of any of the accred- 
ited library schools, and the decision of 
the competition is to be made by the 
faculty of the Illinois Library School. 
The fund is in charge of the Alumni 
Trustees—John S. Cleavinger, Associ- 
ate Professor, School of Library Serv- 
ice, Columbia University, New York 
City; Margaret Hutchins, Reference 
Department, University of Illinois, Ur- 
bana, Illinois; Harriet E. Howe, Execu- 
tive Assistant of the Board of Education 
for Librarianship in the American Li- 
brary Association. 


For some time the A. L. A. has been 
sponsoring library institutes in various 
parts of the country, so that librarians 
of large and small libraries might meet 
to discuss their problems. Speakers of 
reputation in the library and educational 
fields provide food for thought and 
direct the discussions. At the St. Louis 
Public Library, May 31-June 9 an insti- 
tute was held which 54 people, exclusive 
of the staff of the St. Louis Public Li- 
brary, attended. Another such institute 
will be held at the Emory University Li- 
brary in Atlanta, Georgia, July 25- 
August 6 under the auspices of the 
A.L. A. and of the Library School of 
the Carnegie Library of Atlanta. All 
library workers and trustees of the 
Southeastern States are invited to attend 
any or all of the sessions. Library ad- 
ministration and book selection will be 
stressed and many well known speakers 
—among them, Arthur E. Bostwick of 
the St. Louis Public Library, Mary U. 
Rothrock of the Lawson McGhee Me- 
morial Library, Knoxville, and William 
F. Russell, dean of Teachers College, 
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Columbia University—have promised to 
be present. 


The A.L.A. together with the 
Department of Elementary Principals 
of the N.E.A. and the University of 
Washington Extension Service offered a 
course on the elementary school library 
in Seattle, July 11-22. The course was 
given for elementary school principals 
and supervisors following the meeting 
of the N.E.A. there. Lucile F. Fargo 
of the Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship who was an instructor in the 
course writes that 62 persons attended 
classes and that problems of long stand- 
ing were threshed out to the mutual 
benefit of both the school librarian and 
the principal. Among those who assisted, 
in addition to Miss Fargo, were Judson 
T. Jennings, librarian of the Seattle 
Public Library, Joy E. Morgan, editor 
of the Journal of the N.E.A., and 
William <A. King, principal of the 
Bryant School, Seattle. 


Representatives of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship to visit 
1927 summer sessions in library science 
have been Lucile F. Fargo at the 
University of Utah, June 30; Harriet 
E. Howe at the University of New 
Hampshire, July 1, and Detroit Teach- 
ers College, July 14; Harrison W. 
Craver at the University of North 
Carolina, July 5, and Johns Hopkins 
University, July 6. 


Dr. Hugo Bergmann of the Jewish 
National and University Library in 
Jerusalem has asked the assistance of 
the A. L.A. in establishing a training 
class in his library. In his letter Dr. 
Bergmann says in part, “We are anxious 
to initiate here a course of training in 
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librarianship which will extend over a 
period of two years, to supplement the 
practical experience which our workers 
are obtaining. We consider at this stage 
that such a course is indispensable, and 
we are anxious to foster it on the most 
thorough and useful lines.” 

The Board of Education has had 
word that the school will be modelled on 
the Paris Library School and that Dr. 
Bergmann will be assisted in the teach- 
ing by members of his staff who are 
graduates of the Paris Library School. 





Adult education, a short list of refer- 
ences, was published by the Seattle 
Public Library for distribution at the 
annual meeting of the National Educa- 
tion Association. The Board on the 
Library and Adult Education has a lim- 
ited number of copies for distribution. 





It is expected that mimeographed 
copies of two textbooks, one on library 
cataloging and classification by Margaret 
Mann and the other on reference work 
by James I. Wyer, which are to be used 
in library schools this fall, will be ready 
for distribution by September 15. Per- 
sons wanting copies are asked to send 
orders to Headquarters at once, since no 
stock of these mimeographed copies will 
be carried, after the advance orders are 
filled. The price of each will probably 
be between $2.00 and $2.50. 





Among recent visitors at Headquar- 
ters were Anne Carroll Moore, New 
York Public Library; Essae M. Culver, 
Louisiana State Library Commission ; 
John Ridington, University of British 
Columbia Library; U. S. Faye, student 
at the University of Illinois Library 
School; E. S. Robinson, Vancouver 
Public Library; Jane Roberts, Ohio 


State Library; John Boynton Kaiser, 
Oakland Free Library; Shina Inouye, 
Japan Women’s University, Koishikawa, 
Tokyo, Japan; Bertha Baumer, Omaha 
Public Library; Eunice Sexton, for- 
merly of the American Library in Paris ; 
Dr. William F. Russell, dean of Colum- 
bia University ; George A. Works, dean 
of the Advanced Graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago; 
Charles H. Brown of Iowa State Col- 
lege Library; George E. Chase of the 
Los Angeles Public Library and Ernest 
J. Reece of the School of Library Serv- 
ice, Columbia University. 


WANTS—OFFERS 


Any institutional member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice 
of books or periodicals wanted or offered for 
sale or exchange. 

Wants 

The Library School, Carnegie Library, 
Atlanta, Georgia, Mrs. Winifred L. Davis, 
principal, wants two copies, Index 1926, 
Monthly Bulletin, Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh. 

The American Library Association, 86 
E. Randolph St., Chicago, Ill. offers 10c each 
for copies of The Booklist as follows: v. 6, 
no. 10; v. 14, no. 6; v. 20, no. 10; v. 23, no. 5. 
Please send as many copies as you can spare. 

Hill Reference Library, St. Paul, Minn., 
Helen K. Starr, acting librarian, wants Labor 
Review v. 1 nos. 1-3, t-p. and ind. v. 10 no. 3. 
Minn. Botanical Studtes v. 4 pt. 1 1909. 
N.E. A. Proceedings nos. 1-26, 28, 30-33, 38- 
39, 57. Minn. Municipalities v. 1 no. 2, v. 4 


no. 4. 
Offers 

City Library Association, Springfield, 
Mass., Hiller C. Wellman, librarian, offers for 
sale London Times, weekly edition, 1899-1924 
inclusive, 19 years bound, 12 years unbound. 
Any reasonable offer from a library accepted. 

Harvard College Library, Cambridge, 
Mass., T. Franklin Currier, assistant librarian, 
offers for cost of transportation a collection 
of catalogs (subsequent to 1890) of American 
colleges, occupying 275 running feet of shelf 
space. No individual catalogs are offered. 

E. I. Du Pont de Nemours and Co., 
Chemical Department, Experimental Sta- 
tion, Wilmington, Del., Charlotte G. Noyes, 
librarian, offers free, except for cost of trans- 
portation: Moniteur Scientifique, ser. 3, Tome 
10-16, 1880-1886, ser. 4, Tome 1-16, 1887-1902, 
unbound. 

















FACTS FOR TRUSTEES 


About fifty trustees attended the Con- 
ference in Toronto. At the first session, 
which was held on June 23, the discus- 
sion centered about the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of trustees. The Hon. Mr. 
Justice Kelly, chairman of the section, 
led the discussion. Orra E. Monnette 
of the Los Angeles Public Library con- 
tributed some interesting thoughts on 
the subject. He was followed by Samuel 
H. Ranck of the Grand Rapids Public 
Library, who read a paper for Mr. A. 
P. Johnson, a trustee of that library. 
Mr. Johnson said in part: “We find 
that our city commission is much like 
a good bank. If the bank sees the need 
of expansion, and trial balances show a 
justification for it, the business man 
finds, as a rule, little difficulty in get- 
ting the necessary funds to carry out 
his plans. Over a period of eleven years, 
since the present form of government 
was accepted, our city commission has 
never cut a cent from our budget. This, 
I believe, is the result, first, of an 
efficient administration and management 
of the library’s affairs by an able and 
well-trained personnel, plus the coopera- 
tion of a thinking, interested board of 
trustees. 

“But that isn’t all that is expected of 
a library trustee. So far he has done 
only what is expected of any director 
of a business, namely, help finance it. 
Our trustees help to sell our product. 
If you are a director of a bank, you are 
not going to overlook an opportunity to 
increase the deposits of that bank. A 
library board should function in the 
same way. 


“You will find that the average active 
library trustee is true to a certain type. 
He is primarily interested in human 
progress and being interested he (or 
she) is a ‘contact’ person. He has other 
interests, belongs to other organizations 
and enjoys other contacts. Such a 
trustee takes the library with him 
wherever he goes. 


“The real value of a library trustee 
lies in his faith in what education and 
enlightenment can do to make his com- 
munity better. I sometimes think that 
the less he knows about the library 
from a technical standpoint and the fur- 
ther he is removed from active educa- 
tional work, the more he can do as a 
trustee. The more he can bring from 
his own contacts and ‘feed’ them into 
the library machine, the better for the 
library. One of the best talks I have 
ever heard for the library was by a man 
who could hardly speak the English 
language. 


“*Take a look at me,’ he said. ‘I 
ain’t never had no chance to read many 
English books and the Lord help the 
country if they was all like me. That’s 
why I want this library for our chil- 
dren.’ 


“That man would have filled my ideal 
as a library trustee. He had the faith, 
the vision and the courage.” 


The officers elected for the coming 
year are W. M. N. Jannenga of Cicero, 
Illinois, chairman and Anna M. Ban- 
croft of Hopedale, Massachusetts, secre- 


tary. 
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